HISTORY OF GARDEN TOMB, GOLGOTHA AND MOUNT MORIAH

1. Mt. Moriah - Gen. 22:2, 9, 14.  Abraham and Isaac.

2. I Chron. 21: 14 - 16, 18, 24 - 27. King David sacrifice at the direction of God.

    II Chron. 3:1. Temple built at the direction of God and sacrifices offered.

3. Gen. 14:18, Psa. 76:1, 2 = Salem, Melchisezedek (Priest of God and King) implies sacrifice, Tabernacle      

    in Salem.

4. Judges 19: 10, 11, Jebus and Ornan = Jebus + Salem = Jebusalem . Note Jerusalem only 1 letter 

    different.

 5. LAST PAGE. Dome of Rock,. rock 50 feet across,  Col.Warren states 10 feet higher than rest of bedrock.

Read Rpt 1395 quote "The original rock top of Mt. Moriah is to be seen in the mosque, and a cave under it may be entered. A hole connects the top rock with the cave, and an aqueduct thence leads to the brook Kedron. Hence it is supposed that upon this rock the sacrifices were killed and that the aqueduct or sever connected by the hole and the cave was used for carrying off the blood, and the water used in flushing and cleansing the altar. When we remember that the brook Kedron is in the valley of Jehoshaphat, the valley of dry bones, (the general burying ground of the city), and then reflect that this valley was typical, as well as the blood of the sacrifice, we may read it thus- The blood of Christ the anti-typical sin-offering, in a way unseen by the world in general, reaches unto all that are in their graves and secures for all mankind an awakening from death and an opportunity for life everlasting."

PAGE 2 LEFT. Golgotha, a little hill N.W. of Moriah yet a part of it.  

PAGE 2 RIGHT TOP. Place of the skull, skull hill, Calvary (Latin), Matt. 27:33, John 19:17, Luke 23:33. 

Jesus' last walk, via Delorosa (the way of suffering), too short to Church of the Holy Sepulchre, inside city. 

3/4 mile uphill to Golgotha. 

Note today a bus stop!

Jesus suffered without the gate - Heb. 13:12.

Matt. 27:32, 33 "as they came out…Simon  Mark 15;21 adds "coming out of the country" = outside city walls and gate (Damascus gate).

John 19:20 "nigh to the city". Note outside of the city.

PAGE 1 RIGHT BOTTOM. Read paragraph. 

Matt. 27:51 earthquake when Jesus died, Rpt. 3900 notes "A mighty earthquake upheaved this solid earth and split this very rock asunder. To the right of the skull the face of the cliff is oddly riven…".

Historically Golgotha has been from ancient times a place of burial for Jews, Christians and Moslems. It has been associated by very ancient rabbinical and early Christian tradition with the death of Stephen. And it is the traditional Jewish site of the place of stoning or the Beth ha-Sekelah of the Mishna; thus it has been the site of public execution for Jewish criminals.

Mt. Moriah summary: God directed Abraham to sacrifice Isaac there, God directed King David to offer sacrifice there, God directed Solomon to build the Temple there and to offer sacrifices, and God overruled that His only begotten Son would be sacrificed there.

A garden tomb. John 19:41 "Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden and in the garden a new sepulchre wherein was never man yet laid." Note proximity see PAGE 2 LEFT.  Also re read Rpt. 3900 page 1 last three sentences: "At the bottom of the western cliff there is a large garden with a very ancient well. Where it touches the foot of the cliff, six feet below the surface, the rock-hewn sepulcher of our Lord has been discovered. There is now a general consensus of agreement that this is the true Calvary."

PAGE 1 TOP LEFT elaborate on "six feet below the surface" and its importance. PAGE 1 TOP RIGHT.

Go through history of Tomb from Capt.: In 1882 British General Gordon on holiday explored the sites of sacred events in our Lord's life. His attention was drawn to a little hill at the north end of Mt. Moriah. It was "skull hill". Gordon knew from the Scriptures that the tomb of Jesus must be sought "in the place where he was crucified" (John 19:41). He scoured the neighborhood around skull hill and eventually found the site of a tomb cut in the face of the rock cliff of the hill. 

The tomb Gordon found was partially filled in with soil and rubble. It had been discovered fifteen years earlier by a native Greek who owned the parcel of ground containing the tomb. He had been digging a cistern and in the removal of the rubble and debris uncovered a "Jewish" tomb filled with accumulated rubbish to within two feet of the ceiling. The owner of the site died about three years later (1870) and the area was allowed to become silted up once more. 

General Gordon hired laborers to dig away the rubbish and soil that had accumulated around the tomb and the base of skull hill. Soon afterwards he prepared sketches and plans and maps of the site. This in time led to the formation of a group of Christians who raised the money to purchase the site and hence the society known as the "Garden Tomb Association".

Note how the Lord allowed the Tomb to be forgotten in latter years until the due time and it was Protestants who have preserved it instead of enshrining it.

Scriptural clues regarding the tomb:

PAGE 1 LEFT TOP AND BOTTOM: John 19:41 and 20:3-7 read:

In same place as crucified.

In a garden. Discovery of ancient large cisterns, 0live press and well.

PAGE 2 RIGHT BOTTOM.

New sepulchre, note bump out for feet hastily done. Note other loculi unfinished.

Window = Jno.20:5, note angle of window looks directly onto the only finished loculi.

Pillow = Jno. 20:7. Note RSV and NAS "rolled up", Lamsa and Marshalls "wrapped-up" not folded like we might think.

Matt.27:55-61 read.

Mt. 27:57 rich man's tomb (Isa. 53:9 "And they made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death…".

Mt. 27:60 New tomb.

Mt. 27:60 hewn out of rock, confirms a rich mans tomb.

Mt. 27:60 rolled a great stone to cover the door. Elaborate on the millstone and trough verses rain trough concept, go back to PAGE 1 LEFT TOP, and Jewish practices.

Some tradition and excavations: PAGE 2 RIGHT CENTER.

In 460 AD a large Christian church was erected over the entrance to the tomb. The springs of the arches of this building can be seen today on either side of the entrance to the tomb. The builders utilized the rock face of the tomb as the north wall. The entrance to the church was immediately opposite the tomb. The tomb would be the first object to be seen on entering. To the right of the entrance was a baptismal pool. True to the period it was made heart shaped. As a convert went down the steps he would see the tomb entrance before him. If a line was drawn down the center of the steps to the point of the heart and then continued, it would lead straight into the door of the tomb. In 1882 they discovered numerous Christian burial vaults. Two tombstones were found in an underground vault nearly touching the Garden tomb. One bore the inscription "To Nonnus Onesimus deacon of the church of the witness of the Resurrection." The other inscription read "buried near his Lord".

Note: Matt. 27:55 "And many women were there beholding afar off"

          Matt. 27:56 "among which was Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses…"

          Matt. 27:61 "And there was Mary Magdalene and the other Mary sitting over against the sepulchre."

The women were at the cross till the body was removed, followed along to the Garden tomb and were first to the tomb on the resurrection morning and the first to witness the resurrected Lord!!

If there is a precious place on earth in the eyes of God, this Mt. Moriah is it. 

HARMONIZING EVENTS SURRONDING OUR LORD'S RESURRECTION

Scriptures regarding the resurrection day early on:

Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18.

Helpful references:

B-111 paragraph 2 - 113; Rpt. 2477 column 2 paragraph 3 - 2478 column 1 paragraph 3;  Rpt. 2797 column 2 paragraph 2 - to end of the article;  Rpt. 4176 column 1 paragraph 5 - column 2 paragraph 4. Note Waterloo example in Rpt. 3904 bottom - 3905 column 1 para. 3.  Rpt. 3375 column 1 para. 5 - 3376 top.

Various observations:

Women:

Matt. - Mary M. and Mary.

Mark - Mary M., Mary the mother of James, and Salome.

Luke - Mary M., Joanna, Mary the mother of James and other women.

John - Mary M.

Angels:

Matt. - Angel sat on stone, scared the guards. Talked to women.

Mark - Angel inside sitting, talked to women.

Luke - Two Angels stood by them, talked to women.

John - Mary sees two Angels sitting in tomb, they talk to her, does she realize they are Angels?

Guards:

Matt. - Become as dead men, leave to go to Chief Priests.

Apostles:

Luke - Peter went to tomb. (Note that some ancient authorities omit this verse).

John - Peter and John went to tomb.

Angel's messages:

Matt. - Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

Mark - Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen: he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye se him, as he said unto you.

Luke - Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

John - Woman, why weepest thou?

Jesus appearances:

Matt. - Jesus appears to women.    

 John - Jesus appears to Mary M.

Jesus' messages:

Matt. - All hail. Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.

John - Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest thou?

 Mary.   

Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father: and to my God, and your God. 

HARMONIZING EVENTS SURRONDING OUR LORD'S RESURRECTION

THE DISCOURSE

Overview outline.

Mention about timing of the battle of Waterloo (Rpt. 3904) Duke of Wellington 10.00 am, General Alba 11:30 am, Napoleon and Douret 12:00 pm and General Ney 1:00 pm.

Witnesses: Matt. 27:55, 56, 60 - 66. The women watched Jesus die, be taken from the cross, the body taken by Joseph of Arimathaea to the garden tomb, and they probably stayed till the seal was set. All parties interested in the tomb being secure. Note Daniel 6:17.

Note women's loyalty. A sense of duty, and of closure. Examples: Sisters mother's burial. Polish sister in Toronto burial.

Mt. 28:1-3, how the stone was moved - PAGE 1 LEFT TOP. Ramp, why angel sat on stone, only this angel looks like lightening. Guards scared, leave before first women come to the garden. This angel has supernaturally prepared the site for the witnesses to see the linen grave clothes and the empty tomb. 

Three women come together, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and John and Salome. As they walk to the tomb in the early morning darkness, they discuss who will roll away the great stone?

As they get first sight of the tomb from a little distance, they see the stone has been rolled away from the door!. Mary M. jumps to the conclusion that someone has stolen Jesus' body away, so she leaves the two women there and runs off to tell Peter and John. Note that CTR suggests that the women and disciples stayed at different locations around the city. Mary M. probably stayed where Peter and John had stayed.

After a few moments, Mary and Salome decide to enter the tomb, the angel is no longer on the stone, but had entered the tomb. 

Mt. 28:4-6 "Fear not"  and "See the place where the Lord lay." They would have seen the empty linen wrappings. 

Mt. 28:7 and 8 They leave.

Mark 16:1-4 note Concordant translation from the Greek "they were up-looking" and "the stone was up-rolled" or "rolled backward".

Mark 16:5-8 confused and excited, Mary M. had already left before they entered, now Mary and Salome leave with their message to tell the disciples, but it states here that they told no one (right away) because they were afraid.

Luke 24:1-12, Mary M. had run to tell Peter and John that someone had stolen Jesus' body. Mary and Salome had entered tomb, received the message from the angel and left. Now Joanna and other women arrive at the tomb after this and before Peter and John arrive. They enter into the tomb and talk to two angels not just one. Why two angels? Maybe to protect the linen gave wrappings from being disturbed until the disciples came to witness them.

These women rush off with their message.

John 20:1 and 2 Concordant "the stone having been Lifted from the door out of the tomb" (corroborates the early point).

Note that all-4 accounts record that Mary M. was at the garden tomb, but note that only John's account mentions only Mary M.  He records that all she saw was the stone lifted up out of the way, then she ran to tell Peter and John (apparently leaving Mary and Salome there = Matt. And Mark with Luke).

John 20:3-10 PAGE 1 LEFT TOP. Review window and door situation. 

No angels appear to the two disciples.

John 19:40 = wound it in linen with spices. How else to keep the spices close to the body? 

John 11:44, custom to wrap, Lazarus had to be loosed! Note separate head linen wrapping.

John 20:7 Napkin folded - KJV, but Lamsa and Marshall have "wrapped up", RSV and NAS "rolled up". Bullinger has "wrapped together" but in his footnote he elaborates: "rolled, or coiled round and round. Used only in Mt. And Lu. Accounts of the wrapping of Jesus body. Here it implies that the cloth had been folded round the head as a turban is folded, and that it lay still in the form of a turban."

PAGE 2 RIGHT BOTTOM the pillow. 

What they really saw was the linen clothes still wrapped around what had been the body of Jesus! They just collapsed in place as Jesus body was miraculously removed! Remember how CTR in B-129 suggests "that our Lords body supernaturally removed from the tomb… it did not decay or corrupt (Acts 2:27, 31), …whether it was dissolved into gases or whether it is still preserved somewhere…" why not both thoughts? It dissolved into gases and passed out of the linen wrappings leaving them in place.

Think about it, the stone to the door did not need to be removed for Jesus body to be removed; the stone was removed to let the witnesses in. Further, if someone was to steal the body they would not have bothered to unwrap it, they would just have taken it wrapped as is, or they would have unwrapped the body and left the linen wrappings just laying there, but they sure couldn't have re-wrapped with the spices turban like. 

Remember how the angel had said to the women "see where the Lord had laid", he was showing them the linen wrappings laying in place on the stone loculi.

John 20:8 - 10, We would suggest that now that Peter and John saw the way in which the linen wrappings lay, that the body was supernaturally taken, the tomb was empty, they now believed that he was resurrected, but before "for as yet" they did not understand Jesus would rise from the dead.

After Peter and John leave the tomb, Mary M. arrives the second time. They had out run her to the tomb because she had run two ways! Now she just walks up to where the window would be and stooping down looks in,

John 20:11-15, Mary looks in the window, she did not go in, she did not see the linen clothes, she doesn't seem to recognize these were angels talking to her, note they did not say to her "do not be afraid" like they had to the other women. No, she is still under the impression that some one took the body away.

She turns to the gardener, he speaks repeating what the two angels just asked her, and she still labors under the horrible thought that Jesus body has had some indignanty done to it. Then Jesus speaks to her in a revealing way, gently calling her name, Mary! She says Master! And moves to hug him. He responds "Touch me not," or "do not cling to me" no, there would be future visits during the 40 days, but he had a mission for her, she was to be the first witness of seeing him resurrected! Indeed she was the only one to see Jesus in the garden. When I think of the lovely hymn "In the Garden", I think of this moment in time. 

Probably immediately after this Jesus appeared unto the women as they were rushing to tell the disciples Matt. 28:8-10. 

Note that no other disciples visit the tomb, undoubtedly the angels are now gone, their work of opening the tomb and securing the site is accomplished. Note also that the disciples did not concern themselves with the linen wrappings, leaving them there, for the veneration of pieces of cloth or splinters of wood had not yet kept in

Summary:

1. Angel moves stone - scares off guards.

2. Mary M., Mary and Salome come to garden.

3. Mary M. leaves to tell Peter and John.

4. Mary and Salome enter tomb, talk to angel and see where Jesus had lain. and leave, but tell no one because of fear.

5. Joanna and other women arrive, enter tomb, talk to two angels, see where Jesus had lain and leave.

6. Peter and John arrive at tomb, see linen wrappings collapsed in shape and leave.

7. Mary M. arrives the second time, peers in to tomb, angels talk to her, she turns to gardener, and Jesus reveals himself to her.

8. Jesus then appears to the women who had already visited the tomb and were now on their way to tell the other disciples.

We believe because of their testimony.

PAGES 3 AND 4.  To add to our faith, 4 non-Christian historical accounts that there was Jesus and Christians from four who lived and wrote contemporaneously with the Apostles. Note that they were not intentionally writing to prove there were Christians either, these are passing observations as it were.

