
Regarding the seven last plagues let me first briefly outline what I think the plagues themselves are. They are seven Truths that are forced upon the nominal systems exposing their errors. Truth is our only weapon, and presenting the Truth is what we do best. The last Body members in the flesh will be the ones to have the privilege to present these as the Lord sets the stage for them to have the intended impact, as never before. . remember how it was SPECIAL OCCASIONS in which various servants of the Lord gave their most powerful messages; John the Baptist on Herod's birthday, Jesus on Passover, 3 Hebrews at the Dedication, Daniel at Belshazzar's feast, Samson and the great feast to Dagon, etc.., this special setting might be represented by the Bowls being provided.

The specific 7 that I will suggest may not be correct, but they seem reasonable. These Truths are similar to the "sharp sword out of his mouth" Rev.19: 15, "…a two edged sword in their hand… chains, … and fetters of iron…" Psa. 149:6,7, the rolled up mantle of Elijah, the antitypical message of John the Baptist, the trumpet(s) of Gideon, etc.

Bro. Schrock suggested recently that the plagues are messages of truth as contained in the Scriptures using Rev. 11:5, 6, "And if any man will hurt them (the Two Witness, the Old and New Testament), fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. These have power to shut heaven that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all PLAGUES, as often as they will."

I believe that we can ONLY SUGGEST what the plagues might be, because the scriptures do not tell us what they are, but rather who they affect and how, albeit symbolically.

#1 On the earth = poured future after the Image is vitalized, for that is when scripture tells us the image is worshipped in accordance with the Beast  (13:15). Message of Truth exposing errors of the ecumenical movement. It plagues both those who had the mark of the Beast (Papacy), and worship the Image (Federated Protestantism).

#2 On the sea = exposing the errors that there is no immortality of the human soul, and what is the true condition of the dead. "Every living soul died". Those living no longer believe that the dead are somewhere alive.

#3. On the rivers and fountains = demonstrating that false doctrinal teachings from the polluted water sources, (theologians, teachers, etc.) have led to the practice of torture, persecution and execution of others. This is the very point most of Christendom is currently missing in the pope's apology. Note verses 5-7 on God's retributive justice- how fitting.

#4. On the Sun = Intensifying the central theme of the Gospel (sun) message, that is the Ransom for All, and specifically the beautiful philosophy of the anti-lutron. A correct understanding of this indeed reveals the error of the Trinity. Yet, so many do not like hearing that others will get a so-called "second chance." They despise this thought of Two Salvations.

#5. On the seat of the Beast = exposing the blasphemous claims of the popes, the Papacy. Identifies it as The Antichrist, the Man of Sin, with all its false titles, etc.

#6. On the River Euphrates = exposing the error of Church and State Union, and of the Church trying to reign before the appointed time with the kings of earth instead of waiting for the King of Kings.

#7. On the Air = exposing who is behind all the aforementioned evils, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in heavenly places." "...The prince of the power of the air..." "...The prince of this world...." A message on who is the true enemy of God, Christ, the Church, righteousness, and yes, all humanity-that old father of lies and terrors, the original murderer, Satan.

'It is finished", "It is done", Bro. Russell suggests that we might know when Satan himself is fully bound when his favored system Papacy has fallen. As a result of this plague it all falls apart, into three parts, and nothing will arise to take its place. (Notice: Not like during the sixth seal, during the French Revolution. Mountains and islands were moved out of their places, but they remained, see chapter 6:13, 14. Here they are gone, to be replaced by the New Heavens and the New Earth.) "It is done." The Church is now complete beyond the Vail, martyred just before this final fall, paralleling Jesus' death accompanied by darkness, earthquake and a "voice" (message-like omen) from the Temple. And of course Jesus death preceded the overthrow and destruction the Church-State system of his day.

New thought:

Now to the question proper, about the plagues being yet future. I think the following articles support more or less a future pouring; Rpts. 2957, 5565, 5697, 3345, 5478, C- 135 sub-heading  "The Sealing of the Servants of God Before the Plagues come upon Babylon", C-165; "But note another item here. Between the time when Babylon is cast off, falls from favor (1878), and the time when the plagues or troubles come upon her, is a brief interval, during which the faithful of the Lord's people are all to be informed on this subject, and gathered out of Babylon. This is clearly shown in the same verse; for with the message, "Babylon is fallen," is coupled the call, "Come out of her, MY PEOPLE, that ye … receive not of her (COMING) plagues." This same interval of time, and the same work to be accomplished in it, are also referred to in symbol, in Rev. 7:3. To the messenger of wrath the command is given, "Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, UNTIL WE HAVE SEALED the servants of our God in their foreheads." The forehead sealing indicates that a mental comprehension of the truth will be the mark or seal which will separate and distinguish the servants of God from the servants and votaries of Babylon. And this agrees with Daniel's testimony": "The wise (of thy people) shall understand; but none of the wicked (unfaithful to their covenant) shall understand" (Dan.12: 10) Thus the classes are to be marked and separated before the plagues come upon rejected, cast off Babylon." The emphasis is Bro. Russell's. The point of logic here is that the Wheat must first be gathered out before the plagues are poured out upon the Nominal Systems, and that time must be allowed for this to happen. It is just here that I would apply Rev. 14:14-20. Verses 14-16 would apply to the "dry harvest" the Wheat class, then afterward, verses 17-20 would be the "wheat harvest ", of the Vine of the Earth, the Nominal Systems being cast into the Winepress of the wrath of God. We note that in 15: 1 we are told that the seven last plagues are the filling up of the wrath of God. So then I think the treading of the winepress that destroys the Systems, is the same as the pouring out of the seven last plagues.

We also can connect the lesson of Mt. 13, the parable of the Wheat and Tares, first the Tares are gathered together before they are burned, but the Wheat is gathered into the garner before the Tare bundles are set ablaze, separation precedes destruction.

Rpt.2297, "The Lord is calling out all who are his people, saying: "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." As soon as this call and the various siftings of divine providence shall have found the worthy ones who shall inherit the kingdom with the King (as his bride and consort), then the plagues shall come upon the residue, the nominal system. The great time of trouble so long foretold in the Lord's Word…"

Now in connection with this train of thinking, the picture of the 10 plagues that came upon Egypt. The first 3 came upon both Egyptians and the Hebrews, the last 7 upon the Egyptians only, so then the Three Woes that are the three Trumpets, would correspond to the messages of  Brothers Wycliffe, Luther, and Russell. They came upon both Wheat and Tares, having of course different effects, but then after the Wheat are all gathered out, the 7 last plagues are poured out on the Tares that remain in the Systems. Consider Rpt. 3994, A-336, F-175 "…these plagues upon Egypt were intended in some measure to foreshadow, to illustrate, the plagues with which this Gospel age will end-the first three and "the seven last plagues." Rev.15: 1"

The difference between the Woes and the Plagues, is that the Woes distress all, like controversy, but it works to the good to those who heed it. With the Plagues it is Gods wrath, destruction, retribution.

Further, in Ezekiel 9 we have the effect of the Truth upon the righteous men pictured by the Man with the writer's inkhorn. I suggest that this is the writings of the Harvest Messenger sent to spare or save the faith of those who are the Wheat class. And the 6 with the destroying weapons are false manmade teachings that destroy faith in the Ransom doctrine, etc. (a thousand and ten thousand would fall at they side). But in verse 11 the Man clothed in linen says, "I have done as thou hast commanded me". Another words the Harvest Message has gathered out of the Nominal Systems all of the Wheat Class. Then in 10:1-7 the same man (message) is used to pour coals of fire (destruction, retributive judgements) upon the desolate city picturing the pouring out of the 7 last plagues upon Spiritual Babylon. Note the similarity of wording here regarding the house that was filled with the cloud, etc. very, very similar to Rev. 15.

New thought:

I think the plagues of Rev. 18:4, 8 are the same as the seven last plagues, Bro. Russell reasons that the "come in one day" represents one year, using the day for a year reckoning (if is also thought that the Egyptian plagues came in a 10 month period), Rpts. 2553, 4057.

In Jer.51: 8 it reads "Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed…", and quoting from Rpt.5565, "Come out of her my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues (Rev. 18:4), and telling them that very suddenly a great calamity will come upon this great institution called Christendom, which will entirely demolish this system in every sense of the word." It seems to me that Bro. Russell is putting the suddenly fallen of Jeremiah 51:8 with the plagues and making it a climatic destruction, again I think after His people are all gathered out.

Rpt.3643, "Rather it will be theirs to mourn that they were unfaithful to the voice of the Lord, that they remained in Babylon contrary to his Word and that they receive of her plagues, her chastisements, her troubles, which so surely will come thick and fast-the "seven last plagues.""

D-268, "Some of these have already obediently "Come out of her," and the remainder are now being tested on this point, before the plagues are poured out upon Babylon."

New thought:

Bro. Russell reasons that part of the Lords Epiphania and Apokalupsis is the pouring out of the 7 last plagues, Rpt. 2957, "they shall know not, and the ordinary avocations of daily life shall continue, -until disturbed by the commotion and trouble of the Epiphania, and the Apokalupsis of the King in the pouring out of the seven last plagues-when the judgments of the Lord shall be abroad in the earth and the inhabitants of the world shall learn righteousness,…".

New thought:

In Rev.15: 1 the John class is shown the sign of the seven last plagues. Then they are shown those who have gotten the victory over the beast and his image, these would picture the feet members, sealed in head and heart, yet still in the flesh, these pass through fiery persecution, but have the calm (sea of glass) that overcoming faith and confidence in God can provide, not unlike the three Hebrews cast into the fiery furnace, it gave them greater liberty because they recognized that the Son of Man was with them. It is also true that only the priest could wash at the molten sea, (II Chron. 4:2,6), this might show that the water of truth with the fiery trials cleansed and purified the feet members. These sing of God's coming judgments. As before mentioned, the Temple would represent the true Church, completed even though some are still in the flesh. The Seven Angels, the complete Harvest Message, the Seven Plagues, the Truths that will fully expose and lead to the destruction of the Nominal Systems.

That the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God would be a direct indicator that the Church was complete because of the many previous instances that we have with the Tabernacle, Solomon's Temple, and Ezekiel's Temple, (and Ezk.10: 4), when they were constructed, God demonstrated his acceptance by these miraculous displays, yet it also served the purpose to demonstrate that there would be a short period of time between the completion, and the actual services for the people. So too, there is a short period of time between the Christ head and body being complete (even though the feet members would still be in flesh briefly), and the actual mediation work, the priestly work, beginning for mankind. This period of time is for the final destruction of the Nominal Systems, and the burning of the Tares, this being accomplished by the pouring out of the plagues. 

Rpt.498, "These same feet as representatives on earth of the ENTIRE BODY, are to pour out the seven vials, or be associated more or less directly with the judgments coming. "

Rpt. 2297, "Meanwhile, however, the temple class, the "little flock," must be purged, cleansed; the money changers, and those who make merchandise of the sacrifices, must be driven out, before the Temple, composed of living stones, with Christ as its top-stone and foundation, shall be ready to be filled with the glory of God and to become the place of prayer for all nations, the channel through which all mankind may, during the Millennial age, find access to God." 

The smoke filling the Temple, and no man being able to enter, would be similar to the Dark Night in which no man can work, the Wheat harvest is over.

Bro. Gene brought out an interesting point (among many) on this from Ezekiel's Temple. Ezk.43:4,5; "And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house." This would represent the 144,000 complete while some where still on the earth, similar to the Temple being filled in Revelation 15 (as the plagues are being poured out in a year's time), and in Ezk. 44: 1-4, in part, "…gate…was shut (the same as the shutting of the door as in Mt. 25, see Rpt.3625), …this gate will be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter in by it…Then brought he me the way of the north gate before the house: and I looked, and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord: and I fell upon my face." This would demonstrate all 144,000 in Spiritual, heavenly glory, all beyond the Vail.

Note that in Rev. 15:5 it states "the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened…" the temple is the whole Church (part of which is still on earth), while the tabernacle of the testimony is just the heavenly or spiritual portion, and in verse 8 it is "the temple was filled …the glory of God…" the temple here, without mention of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven, represents more particularly that portion of the Church still in the flesh, the glory of God is always in the spirit realm. This is not unlike Rev. 19 armies and army.

New thought:

The plagues as destroying Truths are helpful in demonstrating to mankind their true condition, "they blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, for the plague thereof was exceeding great.", they realize that they never were Christian, nor where the Church's God's representatives. These Truths lead them to become part of the Lords Great Army, the Sea into which Babylon is hurled with violence. These Truths by exposing these falsehoods has the intended reaction among the people to raise up and tear it down, after the Church is all beyond the Vail.

New thought:

In Psa. 149:5-9 Bro. Russell thought that the Saints on both sides of the Vail would participate in this work of retributive judgement "this honour have all his saints.", Rpt. 5761, 5631, 5451. And in Rev. 19:11-21 and particularly verses 14 and 19 armies and army, he thought this too represented the Saints on both sides of the Vail, Rpt. 5451. I would insert in both Psa 149 and Rev. 19 that this would represent the pouring out of the plagues once the Church is sealed.


