Ebenezers, Remembrances of God’s Help

A Vesper Service

Eben-ezer = the stone of help. Eben = stone, ezer = aid or help. Let’s consider a few other instances first.

Stone monuments:

Gen. 28:11 – 22, Jacob’s flight from home, his dream and his consecration to God at Bethel.

Gen. 35:1, 9 – 15, Jacob’s return home, God renews His promise, Jacob acknowledges the solemnity of the occasion.

Josh. 4: 1 – 9, 19 – 24. 12 stones FROM the river and 12 stones IN  the river! Memorials of God’s saving power.
I Samuel 7:12: “Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, hitherto hath the LORD helped us.”
I Sam. 5:1, the ark captured at this very location by the Philistines. Twenty years latter (I Sam. 7:2), the LORD grants Israel this great victory over the Philistines.
Rpt. 5628: 

“Samuel there set a stone as a pillar and monument, and called it Ebenezer, saying, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”, (I Samuel 7:12).
So with Christians in their victories under the  Lord’s assistance; when by the Lord’s grace they gain victories they should set up memorials or monuments in their minds, in their hearts, and not pass these blessings by or forget that the victories were gained by help from on high. Every Christian, therefore, should have his Ebenezers, his monuments of victory, as it were, of divine assistance over his foes, the world, the flesh and the adversary and he should rejoice in these. This sentiment has come down to us in the words of a beautiful hymn, familiar to nearly all who read the English language: 
“Here I’ll raise my Ebenezer,

Hither by thy help I’m come:

And I hope by thy good pleasure,

Safely to arrive at Home.”

Lets reflect on this:

Stone = permanent, strong, “chisled in stone”.

Set up = rememberance, call to mind, a memorial.

Pillar = powerful.

Power of an Ebenezer: 

1. The ability to recall or to remember it. Maybe write it down, like a diary. Talk about it with some fellow pilgrims.

2. Our faith, a faith that can realize and recognize God’s hand in giving us the victory. At times it may be a providential overruling, or maybe sustaining grace, or a deliverance, maybe a mental understanding of how to proceed in a difficult or confusing situation.

3. Calling to mind how POWERLESS or helpless or insufficient we felt during that trial.
4. Graditude. Thankfulness for past favors, victories. A thankful attitude helps us to keep from being irritated, angry, morose, impatient or bitter.
