Hebrews Discourse 

OCBS 2-28-2010

Maybe written by Paul about 63-65 AD. It was probably written while Paul was imprisoned in Rome.

Rpt. 4385: This epistle was written particularly for the benefit of the other 11 Apostles and other learned Hebrews who were slow to discern the change in dispensation. Naturally therefore, it was St. Paul’s masterpiece, because upon it he evidently expended the greater labor.” 

Read Heb. 5:11 – 6:3. Paul wrote this book to be full of deeper lessons and understanding than the rest of his letters. It behooves us to look for these deeper insights through out this letter.

It is obviously addressed to the Christian Hebrews wherever they were. Yes, Gentile believers have been wonderfully blessed by this letter, but Paul had in mind the ongoing controversy of Christians NOT having to keep the Old Law Covenant ordinances and festivals in order to have their relationship with God. Nor, that the Gentile believers had to either.
The entire letter is demonstrating the superiority of Jesus and the New Dispensation (the Gospel Age), to Moses and the Old, Jewish Dispensation. The superiority of Jesus’ newly instituted Priesthood, the Melchizedek priesthood versus the Aaronic priesthood. The superiority of the  blood of the New Covenant to that of the blood of the Old Law Covenant. The superiority of his Sin-offering (including his Body members), to the sin-offerings that the priests of old had offered. And that a heavenly Tabernacle had succeeded the old Tabernacle. 
Read 1:1-3. Explain. This demonstrates what a Powerful and Majestic position Jesus has! It is all based upon his successful Sin-offering, that provided the Ransom for all. He upholds ALL things, by God’s direction (see also vs. 10).

Read and explain the rest of the 1st. Chapter. What can we conclude but that there is no created being like unto our exalted Jesus! OF COURSE, he is superior in every way to the Old Law Covenant arrangement. 
That being so dramatically demonstrated in this first chapter, Paul will then go on to demonstrate or elaborate on the particulars.
In verse 9 we have the first introduction of the Church. “Fellows” is better rendered “Partners” (Roth.), and we shall see this theme continue through out the letter. Jesus is the Head of the Church, his Body. Partners is good, because it conveys the thought of joint suffering for joint reigning eventually. They share in Jesus’ inheritance as his glorious Bride!
Verses 10-13 demonstrate that although dispensations and ages are changing, Jesus who is in control of these, changes not, what a reassurance! 

Garments = justification. The typical justification (remember the rich man’s linen garments?), of the Old Law Cov. Was passing away, growing old, it is time to trust only and completely in the true justification that Jesus’ has provided.

No angels have ever had this kind of power and authority! Paul has quoted 7 different OT verses in the last 10 verses of the first chapter to prove his point.
(Vss. 5 and 6 = Psa. 2:7, II Sam. 7:14, Psa. 97:7. 

Vs. 7 = Psa. 104:4.

Vs. 8 & 9 = Psa. 45:6,7.

Vss. 10-12 = Psa. 102:25, 26.

Vs. 13 = Psa. 110:1)

Vs. 14 = what a humbling thought. The Church is included in the angels special watch care! THIS IS THE THOUGHT OF THE REST OF THE LETTER = JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO ALL CREATED BEINGS AND HIS BRIDE TO BE, SHARES IN THIS! 
Please remember the plurality of the word “heirs”, it will continue to be meaningful throughout the letter.

Chap. 2:1 “Therefore”, yes, isn’t this just like Paul? Isn’t this just the way we have noted Paul’s reasonings and presentations in other of his letters?
But more importantly, because of what we have just read in the first chapter, we should all the more be faithful to what we have learned from the Word of God.

2:6-9 = Paul quotes from Psa. 8:4-8, demonstrating that Jesus was an EXACT equivalent for Adam and hence we DO SEE Jesus as the RANSOM for all. Vs. 9 demonstrates HOW God was “mindful” of man(kind) in vs. 6.
3:1 This is the only place Jesus is called an Apostle = (sent forth, compare Jno.17:3).
He is sent for OUR profession, to lead us by example.

Only in the letter to the Hebrews is Jesus called a High Priest (and here it is 15 times). 

This is the highest authority on earth that Hebrews recognize, Paul is striking a very powerful symbol here. And since he is the HP of OUR profession, then we must be priests as well!

4:12-16
12: soul = fleshly mind, spirit = NC mind. There must be a separation within our thinking and only the Word of God can properly and powerfully do such a work in us.

Joints = motion/actions. The fleshly body activities. Marrow = the producer of blood which symbolizes life. Hence the Christian life is separated from the fleshly motions (joints) of the body. Consider Roms. 6:12-14.

14: Great used only here and 10:21. Jesus stands alone in this capacity. This and verses 15 and 16 = Jesus is our HP as his NC, not his flesh or humanity. The following is only related to our NC trials, not our fleshly imperfections. The trials = the NC versus its environment. The NC is only in an EMBRYO, it is being developed, it is WEAK. 
“tempted” = Diag. “tried in all respects”, as we are.

Change of priesthood, two types: Aaronic and Melchisedec. 5: 1-10, then resumed 6:20 - 
